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The Unberogen tribe settled along the western yalé the River Reik and its tributaries
centuries before the birth of Sigmar. They wefarming tribe and one of the largest and more
powerful in the land north of the Black Mountairig.time, they built small villages and became
prosperous. The largest settlement in the eraivd,IReikdorf, was founded by the Unberogens
long before the appearance of the twin-tailed caanetthe birth of Sigmar.

The Emperor Sigmar

By popular acclaim as victorious war chief, Sigmas proclaimed Emperor in the following

year and crowned by Ar-Ulric, the High Priest of tlrican cult. Except for an occasional
outbreak of hostilities, Sigmar’s reign was thstfperiod of extensive peace in the land. Under
Sigamr’s wise rule, towns and cities began to gaow prosper. In addition, many Dwarfs
immigrated to the Empire, setting up shop as blaitks, craftsmen, stonemasons, and traders in
these growing settlements.

Many of the details about life in the early yearsh@ Empire are lost to history. Suffice it toysa
that after 50 years on the throne, the still h@e/&ar-old Emperor abdicated his throne. With
Ghal Maraz in hand, Sigmar departed for one laghy, this time to the Imperial Dwarfhold of
Karaz-a-Karak. There, he would return his runichaanmer to the Dwarfking.

The Empire’s first millennium

Sigmar’s departure caused consternation amongibia ¢thieftains. They needed a system to
select who among them would succeed Sigmar as EBmaed the first among equals. The
chieftains gathered in Reikdorf where they deb&iad in council along with the High Priests of



the various cults across the land. In time, tise@bly crafted an Electoral system whereby each
chieftain, known as an Elector, would vote for @neong their number to become Emperor.

The vote would continue until one of them won thaarity and that person would serve until
their death. The chieftains agreed and soon Dreshaef of the Avermanni, was elected to
succeed Sigmar.

The New Cult

Years after Sigmar’s departure, Reikdorf was priegéao celebrate the goddess Dyrath’s
Summer Feast as the people have done since wefeb8igmar’s time. In the midst of the
revelry, a malodorous hermit climbed upon the tatiere the Unberogen chieftain sat and
proclaimed to all that he had a vision where he Saymar in all his glory join the council of the
gods. Further, the hermit claimed that Sigmar praslaimed as the greatest patron of the
Nation of Mankind. The scandal caused much ex@tdramong the crowd. The ranking priest
of Ulric sought the hermit to inquire more abou thsion, but the recluse had vanished without
a trace. Word of the hermit’s vision began to agracross the Reikland.

Within a year, the cult of Sigmar was establishe®eikdorf. Johann Helstrum, one of the
Unberogen sub-chieftains, became the cult’s fiighHPriest. He then arranged the construction
of Sigmar’s first temple in Reikdorf. The Ulricaniest Volman objected strenuously as there
was no proof that the hermit had received a divis®n. It mattered little to the new cult as
many were eager to proclaim Sigmar’s divinity.

Religious Strife
The cult of Sigmar quickly grew in power and infhee in the Unberogen homeland. By the
second century, the cult was as influential asdrifie established cults in the Empire.

Soon after his ascension as Primate (formerly Higést) of Sigmar, Kazgar | began gathering
evidence which supported allegations that practgie of the Old Faith partook in
“unwholesome rituals of worship,” including humacsfice and “wanton immorality.” Once
he was satisfied with his proof, Kazgar | met vitih leaders of the cults of Ulric, Taal, and
Morr to call for the salvation of the souls of ttheped followers of the Old Faith and the
suppression of that tainted belief.

After examining the evidence, the religious leadeirstly declared “all who follow the Old Faith
must denounce their heretical faith and embracértieegods. The leaders of the proscribed cult
will be persecuted unto death unless they abarttingacrilegious ways and seek our mercy.”
The Druids throughout the Empire rejected theseashelm and many in the Reikland were
burned at the stake. Others quickly fled withitipeiople into the trackless forests, hidden
mountain valleys, and remote borderlands of theiEempA few small outlying villages in the
Hagercrybs and Skraag Hills escaped this War cdi@@img.

The Conqueror

With celebration, the people of Reikdorf marked &seension of the Reiklander Elector
Sigismund to the Imperial throne. In recognitidnt® importance, Emperor Sigismund Il
renamed the city Altdorf in honour of it being thielest settlement in the Empire as well as
giving it a name that would make it more than thevpmce’s capital. He returned the Imperial



Court to the capital of the Reikland. After initrey a building programme, the likes that Altdorf
has not seen, Sigismund embarked on a missionngfuest. Several battles northwest of the
Empire resulted in the subjugation of the indepenh#@gdom of the Jutones. Sigismund
renamed the land as the Barony of Westerland doded the old king to become his vassal.

A devout Sigmarite, Emperor Sigismund then turnisdattention to spreading the worship of the
Father of the Empire. Resistance was met withefofcarms and several rebellions had to be
violently suppressed. Word of a Norse invasiomdhe north-eastern Empire compelled The
Conqueror to move his armies northward. Meanwtkiile worship of Sigmar expanded beyond
the Reikland and Stirland, the cult’s heartlands.

Sigismund was unable to expel the Norse, but didiren accord after several indecisive battles
which limited the invaders expansion as well asifay their leaders to pledge an oath of fealty
to the Emperor. Satisfied with the terms, The @emqgr led his armies to eastern Stirland to
suppress the uprising in that fell land. Sigismurad severely wounded in the engagement, but
prevailed in destroying the rebellious peasants.rdturned to Altdorf to the acclaim of being

the greatest Emperor since Sigmar.

The Beginning of the Decline

From Sigismund the Conqueror’s time few Emperotdhssr mark on Imperial history. One of
these was his son, Emperor Siegfried I. The Comgisesuccessor passed laws that established
the rights and obligations of the Emperor, the #le; and the Nobles of the Empire, with the
highlight being the Imperial Codes of Law. Theskiazcements earned him the nickname of
“The Lawgiver”. In addition, Siegfried oversaw tbempletion of the building programme that
his father started, including the new and enlarbeaiple of Sigmar. After Siegfried’s passing

in 557 I.C., the Imperial court moved from Altdorf.

Though no longer the seat of Imperial power, Alfdantinued to prosper as both the seat of the
Reikland Elector and the centre of the cult of S\gmNow known as the Grand Theogonist,
Yorri Il invited Dwarf engineers in 934 I.C. to kk#he building of the first Grand Cathedral in
Altdorf. The immensely influential Grand Theogsinntended that the massive House of
Sigmar would stand finished in the 180@ear of Sigmar's Empire.

In 990 I.C., Grand Theogonist Grimnar | convince tiewly elected Emperor Ludwig | during a
rather extravagant feast that it was Sigmar’s thit the Head of the Sigmarite Church should be
appointed as Imperial Elector in perpetuity. Thepalent Emperor issued an edict to this effect,
which caused enough backlash that Ludwig movedntiperial court from Nuln to Altdorf.

The Collapse of the Empire

The Incompetent

As Sigismund represented the zenith of the Empdoticaving Sigmar in the first millennium,
Emperor Boris | represented the nadir. Known &tdmy as “Goldgatherer” and “the
Incompetent” for his insatiable appetite and desive tendencies, Emperor Boris was one of
the longest reigning Emperors. He was elevatdthtperor at the young age of 21 by Electors
who believed that they could manipulate the hotlkdabut dull-witted Count. One of Boris’



first acts was to establish his court at Nuln, st cosmopolitan Imperial city at that time.
Tilean architects and Dwarf artisans were empldgaebuild Nuln into a city of splendour,
matching its influence on politics of the Empirnother 1400 years would pass before Altdorf
would once again be the capital of a unified Empire

Decades passed before Emperor Boris | showedugsctlours and obsession with wealth. At
the beginning of the twelfth century, Boris consgiwith the High Priests of the Imperial cults
to charge wizards across the land with heresy aethdn worship. His principal aim was to lay
claim to their riches and treasures under the gufisiealing with enemies of the Empire. Many
wizards perished while others denounced their tesdie religious cults moved to solidify their
own power. A number of wizards were able to méletrtway to Midddenheim where the Graf
protected them from the Emperor’s wrath. Meanwlaléew of the more dedicated wizards
continued their art in utmost secrecy.

When the Black Plague broke out in the Empire tearyg later, many blamed the Emperor and
the Grand Theogonist for offending the gods. Riwtke out in Altdorf amid the misery of the
pestilence. The Cathedral of Sigmar was stormedtzencowering Grand Theogonist dragged
out by the murderous mob from his hiding place agnois concubines. The mob hoped to
appease the gods, especially Sigmar, by offeriagattand Theogonist as a sacrificial offering.
The crowd shouted with glee as Mordrek | went uphenflames. If not for the timely
intervention of Grand Prince Manfred von Schildedgwhom some scholars confused with
Graf Mandred of Middenheim) and his retinue, mohgdérfers would have perished in the
rioting. Within a few years, Emperor Boris | diefithe plague.

A Brief Interlude

After the death of Emperor Boris I, the Empire meaollapsed into anarchy. The Black Plague
decimated more than a quarter of Altdorf’'s popolatand rumours circulated that inhuman,
bipedal beasts were killing and kidnapping wholkges in the eastern provinces. There were
even fanciful stories of the walking dead battlihgse abominations. Graf Mandred von
Middenheim gathered an army to combat these uréwaly. He soon became Emperor with his
capital in Middenheim. Peace reigned across the & the Empire rebuilt and strengthened
itself after decades of unjust rule by Emperor Borand years of devastating plague. Then it all
came crashing down. An unknown assassin ende@&® pf Emperor Mandred |
Skavenslayer’s glorious reign and plunged the latawar.

Age of Wars

The Electoral Council was unable to agree on aessar to Emperor Mandred | and found itself
reduced to petty bickering and reprisals. Manyties led their retinues away in disgust while
plotting their own bid for power. Soon, armies weaised and war commenced between those
who believed that they should be Emperor.

Cities were devastated and the countryside ravagédorf shared the fate of other large
settlements and found itself at the centre of nfzatgles. Many records and artefacts from the
Empire’s first millennium were either destroyedast during this time.



Altdorf as Provincial Capital

Conflicting Emperors

After more than 200 years of continuous war, théiians of the nobility were near exhaustion.
An attempt at reunification of the Empire failedTedabeclander Grand Duchess Ottilia
Untermensch storms out of the Electoral Council289 |.C. to protest the election of Grand
Duke Otto von Wurtbad of Stirland to the Impertaiane. With the support of the Ar-Ulric,
who fled to her court to escape the intrigues afidénheim, Ottilia soon proclaimed herself
Empress.

Altdorf found itself caught between the competingperial Courts of Nuln and Talabheim.

Only its position as the centre of the Sigmaritk provided Altdorf with some measure of
security. Many nobles still affiliated with Nuleft Altdorf for the southern city. The influence
of the Grand Prince over Altdorf diminished whikat of the Grand Theogonist rose. The latter
also presided over the constitution of the OrddhefFiery Heart in order to protect Sigmarites
from the predations of the Ulricans from Talabedlan

Age of the Three Emperors

The election of 1547 I.C., brought further ruinSigmar’s Empire. Rebuffed by his attempt at
securing the Imperial throne, Graf Heinrich von Nedheim declared himself Emperor in the
same fashion as Empress Ottilia nearly two cerdlréore.

The Reikland princes at this time were too busyqgtlatg their borders and fending off Ulrican
encroachments that they were unable to effectigelsern Altdorf. The Grand Theogonists used
the opportunity to step into this vacuum and sbfitheir own political hold over Altdorf. They
quickly expelled the cult of Ulric from the city énin time, placed undue hardship on the other
cults. This forced a number of priests of the pthedties to seek freer places to continue their
beliefs. Thus, the birthplace of Sigmar effectivebcame a theocracy.

The only interruption to the Grand Theogonistsercame in the early ¥&entury when an
Orcish invasion laid waste to the southern Impgaalinces and forced the court at Nuln to flee
to Altdorf. Emperor Sigismund V died protectingddrf from the ravages of the greenskins.
The Orc Warlord also perished, which caused the @rcisperse. The Imperial Court returned
to Nuln under the leadership of Sigismund’s sucme$smperor Heinrich IV.

With the Empire spiralling further into decadenidtie early 20 century, the Grand Theogonist
officially granted the Order of the Templars of 8@y a charter to eradicate the scourge of
daemonology and Chaos-worship wherever it hid.ckMitials and burnings became
commonplace in Altdorf and the surrounding lanBsentually, these events spread across the
Sigmarite provinces as well as those lands heltheYEmperors of Middenheim and Talabheim.

Dark Ages and the House of Holzkrug

In 1979, Magritta (Margaritha) of Nuln was elect&ahpress despite the Grand Theogonist’s less
than subtle efforts to get himself elected. Thustfated, the Grand Theogonist declared that the
Electoral system was effectively ended. EmpresgriMa | ignored “the vile little man” and
established herself in Nuln. Meanwhile, the “WdarWar” that erupted in Middenheim spread



across the rest of the Empire. Many wizards asgextted wizards met their fate at the stake
and the Sorcerous Arts was declared illegal byJiiean and Sigmarite cults (each accusing the
other of following their lead).

Two decades later, a meteor slammed into and gestithe eastern city of Mordheim. Soon,
rumours of riches and unholy creatures in Mordhesathed Mordrek’s ears. Determine to keep
the prize of Mordheim away from the Faithless (vhiecludes everyone other than devout
Sigmarites), the successor Grand Theogonist toriteevho ended the Electoral system
dispatched his witch-hunters to do their sacreg.dut

Ten years later, an unholy army emerged from Sydveavaged the eastern provinces. The
Grand Theogonist realised the imminent dangerdighot want to risk his own troops in the
event that the Undead found their way to Altddrfstead, he used his influence to call upon the
Imperial court of Nuln to ally itself with theirvals to end this threat to the land.

A new Grand Theogonist was elected and proved &vba more ambitious and unyielding than
his predecessor. Not being satisfied by beingules of Altdorf in all but name; this Grand
Theogonist wanted to be recognized as Holy Prifiddtdorf, and successor to the newly
enthroned Emperor in Altdorf. In the name of tHeu@h of Sigmar, Mordrek IV declared that
Altdorf would no longer be part of the Reiklandt he religious city of Sigmar ruled by His
priests and their agents.

Though concerned with the Vampire Wars in the gastnd Prince Ludwig von Holzkrug had
enough of these pretentious upstarts who cloakasddmbitions in the name of the Empire’s
patron deity. The Grand Prince led the Reiklamdyale raised to victory over the forces of the
Church in a decisive battle east of Altdorf. Voaltkrug executed the Grand Theogonist and
his cronies before mercifully pardoning the minienders. Many of the Church rebels blamed
their defeat on the Order of the Fiery Heart fonaging neutral. The situation became more
acute when the Grand Prince compelled the Chuedels to elevate the Reikland Lector
Wilhelm von Ostwald to the office of Grand TheoganiThe new Grand Theogonist then
crowned the Grand Prince as the Emperor LudwidNgw, the Empire had one more Emperor
to rival those in Middenheim, Nuln and Talabheim.

The choice of Grand Theogonist Vikram | (Wilhelnmpped to be a wise decision. Several
years following his ascension, Altdorf was besieggdhe Undead army led by Count Vlad von
Carstein. The battle seemed to be lost until tten@ Theogonist hurled himself and the
vampire Count over the parapets and to their resgedeaths. Without their lord’s will to
maintain their unnatural existence, the army of Ganstein crumbled into dust.

The periodic struggle between the Grand PrinceGuachd Theogonist for control of Altdorf
continued. At the close of the™®Zentury, the Grand Theogonist unsuccessfully aitedto
compel the Lectors to choose his own son as hisessor. Opposed to the perceived threat of a
rival Sigmarite “dynasty,” Emperor Manfred | von Ekrug use his considerable influence to
ensure that the Lectors not only rejected the Gildrebgonist’'s design, that they pass an edict
which stipulates that all Lectors of Sigmar mustntan celibacy to hold the high office. The
Grand Prince’s favoured candidate, Alders von Waleas elected to succeed the disgraced
Kazgar XII.



As a whole, the remainder of the von Holzkrug dyyasas rather unremarkable. Most Imperial
historians hardly consider them equal to the otflweye Emperors and their line. The one
noteworthy accomplishment was the founding of theaGHospice near Frederheim. Altdorf
Emperor Eberhardt the Just, a postulate prieshaliy&, granted the cult land and money to
undertake their great endeavour.

Reunification of the Empire

The Incursion of Chaos was the even that change&thpire and Magnus von Bildhofen —
known as “The Pious” — was the catalyst. The itamperor unified the country that has not
been united since the days of Emperor Mandred Siséanger. During the two years of war,
Altdorf was placed under martial law and undenilachful eye of the Grand Theogonist. The
Templars of Sigmar virtually terrorized the pop@achile rooting out the followers of Chaos.

During the Battle of Kislev, Grand Prince Lorennav@riinburg, last of the House of Holzkrug,
is slain. Though a distant relative of late El€stmade a bid to replace him, the Grand
Theogonist declared that the would-be successkaiisis could not be substaniated. Instead,
Kazgar Xll elevated Magnus to the position of Gr&mihce for his services to the country in the
name of Sigmar. Thus as Elector, Magnus was tlesteel to become “Emperor of Sigmar’s
Empire Restored”.

One of Emperor Magnus I's first acts was to congitiee High EIf mage, Teclis, to open a
Wizards’ Colleges in Altdorf (this as a concesdiothe Grand Theogonist who wanted to keep
an eye on the institution). The Emperor then begésrming the laws concerning sorcery,
which caused strong opposition among the religmuts. As a concession, Magnus agreed that
admission to the colleges would be regulated byhdvely-created Governing Council of
Sorcerous Practices. The members of this auguastwould include a representative of the
Emperor, the Grand Theogonist, and the High PaESerena.

Thus settled, Emperor Magnus | followed with theides of Imperial Wizardry, which also
settled the debate over the power of the Sigm¥¥iteh-Hunters by reaffirming the Church of
Sigmar’s Charter of 1913 and charging the Churdah emforcing the Articles.

A decade later, Emperor Magnus | issued the Shalbgensored Law of Imperial Salvation and
Mercy, which encouraged the Electors to reformddgaital punishment for certain crimes by
establishing prisons for their confinement and @folby) rehabilitation. In his role of Grand
Prince of the Reikland, Magnus had Mundsen Keepeated into Altdorf's most infamous
prison.

After Emperor Magnus the Pious died, the Electarsed Count Leopold von Krieglitz of the
Stirland House of Unfahiger as Emperor, passing Magnus’ brother and heir Grand Duke
Gunther von Bildhofen of Middenland.



Imperial Altdorf... again

The Rise of the House of Holswig-Schliestein

When Magnus became Emperor, he decided to makddhesty Nuln the centre of the restored
Empire. He then elevated Wilhelm Holswig-Schliestéhe Duke of Ubersreik, to the position
of Chancellor and Plenipotentiary of the Reiklanwtljle the Emperor - successfully -
concentrated on re-establishing Imperial institgio/NVhen it became obvious that Magnus
would have no legitimate offspring decades laternamed Wilhelm Holswig-Schliestein heir to
the Grand Principality of Reikland.

The fortunes of the Holswig-Schliesteins improvedtfer when Emperor Dieter IV, last of the
Unfahigers, was forced to abdicate the Imperiabrafter the Marienburg Provincial Council
declared the Wasteland's independence and seaededmpire. Grand Prince Wilhelm
Holswig-Schliestein of Altdorf, great-grandson oalyhus’ Reikland Chancellor, is elected
Emperor Wilhelm Il and moves the Imperial Courhte seat of power. Altdorf becomes the
Imperial capital once again, roughly 1400 yearsréEmperor Boris I's ascension.

Dieter von Krieglitz attempted to win back the Impéthrone, but the War of Succession failed
and the former Emperor was forced to flee to Tat@bh In response to the destruction of much
of Altdorf, Emperor Wilhelm Il stripped von Kriegd of his lands in the Stirland and elevated
Erich Haupt-Anderssen von Striessen to Grand CandtElector of that province. Von

Krieglitz was soon given the title of Grand Dukel@labecland, which resulted in the
declaration of Talabheim as an independent citiesta

Whilst he unsuccessfully waged war to forcibly ratthe Wasteland to the Empire, Emperor
Wilhelm Il abolished the Governing Council of Saxmes Practices over the protestations of the
Grand Theogonist. He declared that each of the@dolleges would administer their own
affairs and the Primarch would be answerable tdetnperor for any breech of the laws
established for the sorcerous arts.

In order to placate the wounded Church of Sigmamp&ror Wilhelm Il commissioned the
Empire’s foremost architect of his day, Hotto Keegto rebuild the Grand Cathedral as the
previous one had been destroyed in the War of Ssmme After three decades, the new
Cathedral was consecrated.

Altdorf today

Through the efforts of Emperor Wilhelm Il the Wised his successors, Altdorf reached its
former splendour and became the foremost of Impeitias. The Imperial Capital is famous for
its University, Colleges of Wizardry, libraries aather aspects of learning. Prominent scholars
throughout the Empire make their way to Altdoridasmany students — both the serious and
those who do so in order to continue to live offitlwealthy parents.

In addition to the Cathedral of Sigmar, many of ¢hi@er temples and shrines in Altdorf have
benefited from reconstruction programmes. Manyicdeand other pilgrims, particularly
Sigmarites seeking the blessings of the Grand Tdv@eg come to the great city to see the holy
sites.



Altdorf is the largest trading port in the Empiredegateway to the rich markets in the Empire’s
interior. Traders from all over the Old World makeir way to the Imperial capital. Imperial
messengers frequently pass through the gates oft{hdearing messages to the Imperial Court
of to the ambassadors from far-flung provinces @theér realms in the Known World.

Most travellers arrive in Altdorf by boat, thoudirete are some who will brave the roads. One
leaves through the north gate of the city headmgatds Middenheim. The other road departs
through the southwest gate and branches into tadstoThe right fork heads towards the
direction of Bégenhafen and Helmgart to the souttwéhile the left towards southern Reikland.
Visitors arriving to Altdorf will first notice theity’s tall, majestic white walls topped with red

tile roofs. They may also notice activity on thegsls as recent events in Kislev have led to the
decision to strengthen city’s defences, includimgmodification of the outer walls to allow
larger gun emplacements. Dwarf Engineers are #jermaontractor, but there are a number of
humans labouring on the wall as well.

Just before the turn of the®®6entury, Lector Jan Todbringer of the Reikland elasted to
succeed the late Gludred Ill as Grand Theogonsttobk the name Yorri XV. A few years
later, Karl-Franz of the house of Holswig-Schli@gstevas elected Emperor Karl-Franz 1.



