Home sweet home again. Here's what happened a week ago in session #6.

Pflugzeit 30

In the evening the PCs arrived in Tussenhof and went in the Playful Otter inn. PC-Albert spent the rest of the evening gossiping with the patrons of the inn. He learned that Arch-Lector Aglim of Talabheim had already travelled to Altdorf, but Lector Auerbach of Wolfenburg hadn't passed by Tussenhof. Some rumours of Ludenhof's army gathering near Hergig.

Pflugzeit 31

As the PCs knew that Lector Auerbach could be ambushed on the river near Tussenhof, they started to ask some questions in the docks. Boatmen told them that there was three "points" in the east, where river pirates had struck before: a rocky island in the middle of the river, a steep canyon and a narrow point where toll-gate stopped all the traffic. They also spoke to Sister Heike of Shallya, and they told her about their suspicions about the ambush. Sister Heike promised to help them if need be. The PCs persuaded her not yet to tell anything to the town's militia captain, because the PCs didn't trust any authorities here. So the PCs headed to east. They tried to find some ambushers, but there was no-one. Of course the PCs didn't know that when they had kidnapped Herr Eucken, that had lead to the Howling Ones to abandon the mission, so the Sons of Ulric warband had to change their ambush site to Tussenhof.

Pflugzeit 32

After spending the night by the river the PCs spent the rest of the day lurking in the bushes on the shore near the rocky island where they believed the ambush would take place. Nothing happened and they returned to Tussenhof except PC-Aldras, who stayed on the island.

Pflugzeit 33

Lurking on the rocky island waiting for the ambush...

Sigmarzeit 1

Again waiting on the island. In the evening the Lector's boat passed by. The PCs tried to shout some warnings, but the templars just ignored them. With their rented row-boat the PCs followed the Sigmarites' boat to Tussenhof, where some of the PCs managed to speak to Lector Auerbach. The PCs told him about the ambush, showed him the letters found from Wolfgang Blitzen. They also told they were Graf Todbringer's employees. The lector was just a little bit amused about Graf Boris' and his "agents" concern for him, but then he decided to rise the "security level" by assigning one templar to guard the corridor and the other to stay in his room. This actually saved the lector's life.

The PCs concluded that there was nothing more they could do so they went to their rooms and waited. Near the midnight there was a crash sound and scream from downstairs. The PCs grabbed their gear and rushed down the stairs (fearing this was just a ruse). The templar in the corridor stayed and guarded the entrance to Lector Auerbach's wing.

I had decided that Sons of Ulric wouldn't do full frontal assault, as I understood and envisioned Küster and von Kutenholz to be cunning men. So four Sons came into the inn crashing the bar window and started to make some mayhem downstairs. This was a deliberate diversion, so that any military persons guarding the lector would go downstairs to help the inn staff, whom the four Sons started to butcher (they were seen as collaborators as they gave inn services to a Sigmarian lector). The two other Sons disguised as mercenary marines on their way to Ostland-Talabecland border were "sleeping" upstairs. They lowered a rope from their window to Küster and von Kutenholz. As the PCs killed those Sons of Ulric downstairs Küster & Co. managed to surprise and kill both templars. But that took some time and then the PCs rushed back upstairs. Lector Auerbach had a bad abdomen would. The Younger priests rushed from their room with their warhammers, as I think Sigmarite priests capable of fighting. One of them killed a Son who was just about to finish the Lector, while the others stopped Baron von Kutenholz. PC-Lotov met Küster in the corridor and split his skull. PC-Grum used his skills as a physician and managed to stabilize the Lector. Baron von Kutenholz seemed to be willing to talk for his freedom, and the PCs seemed to willing to make a deal with him. The PCs may want to escort Lector Auerbach to Ahlenhof, so I'll have to calculate the time of their return journey from there. What would be the logical route from Ahlenhof to Middenheim? Again I know almost nothing of this place :( I've seen it in your maps, but I think that's all...

This is where we stopped. We conclude the talks with Baron von Kutenholz on our private internet board. The next session is not likely to be before august. One player is on vacation, the other is building his house having just become a father last month, so I have player shortage in July. But in August and through the autumn I believe we will be playing the usual two times per month.

Oh, one idea about the Lector in my campaign. As he is weak for weeks to come (his physical characteristics will be halved for the next five weeks), during "When Things Go Boom..." he will feel weak and decides to go and rest. Hals Damrosch will take the Lector's chair in the conference for the brief but crucial moment. This may get the PCs paranoid, as they may suspect the Lector knew about the attempt. Or the PCs may feel they "saved" the Lector again, as he had to go and rest because of what happened in Tussenhof. Cool both ways.


Kai
Alfred:

Good move by the PCs to inquire the boatmen about possible ambush sites.

I also believe that the Lector would have been wary of "Ulrican" agents (the PCs).

Your view on Küster and von Kutenholz being cunning men is spot on.  They wouldn't have lived so long in their "occupation" if they weren't.

I’m sure PC-Lotov splitting Küster’s skull must have been satisfying.

To get from Ahlenhof to Middenheim, one would take a track (not depicted) that runs along the Drakwasser from Ahlenhof to Fort Denkh.  From there one can catch the road on the Hochland map and make it to the Old Forest Road.  This road would add another day or two travel than it would had the PCs departed directly from Tussenhof to Fort Denkh.


<<* Oh, one idea about the Lector in my campaign. As he is weak for weeks to come (his physical characteristics will be halved for the next five weeks), during "When Things Go Boom..." he will feel weak and decides to go and rest. Hals Damrosch will take the Lector's chair in the conference for the brief but crucial moment. This may get the PCs paranoid, as they may suspect the Lector knew about the attentat. Or the PCs may feel they "saved" the Lector again, as he had to go and rest because of what happened in Tussenhof. Cool both ways.>>

It's a reasonable move to have the wounded Lector send Hals to be his representative given the type of wound received.


